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Association for Annapurna Neurological Institute Japan (AANI) 

 

What is AANI? 

AANI is an NGO based in Hiroshima, Japan whose mission involves providing support for the development of 

neurosurgery in Nepal, including the training of Nepalese doctors. Like the beautiful Himalayan peak of 

Annapurna, AANI was so named to reflect the organization’s strong, steadfast commitment to the people of 

Nepal. 

 

What is AANI’s role? 

AANI was formed as a result of a relationship with Dr. Basant Pant, who earned a Ph.D in neuroscience from 

Hiroshima University and then became director of the new department of neurosurgery at the Katmandu 

Model Hospital. AANI serves as a source of technical and educational support for the development of 

neurosurgery in Nepal and aims to raise, through the advancement of neuroscience, the broader level of 

medical care in Nepal. AANI has directly contributed to the development of neurosurgical skills at the Norvic 

Health Care & Research Center, Katmandu, and the Western Region Hospital, Pokara. 

 

Why is AANI needed? 

In the field of neurosurgery, Nepal has a shortage of doctors and a lack of facilities and equipment. By 

promoting the development of neuroscience through professional ties between Japan and Nepal, AANI can 

help strengthen the state of neurosurgery in Nepal and lend humanitarian support to the Nepalese people.   
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